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News Release

 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

July 18, 2012          No. 12-34
MEDAL PRESENTATION TO BE HELD AT MUSKOGEE VA TO AIR FORCE VETERAN 60 YEARS LATER
The public is invited to attend a Medal Presentation that will be held in the Chapel at the Jack C. Montgomery VA Medical Center in Muskogee at 2 pm on July 19 in honor of former U.S. Air Force Captain Bartis M. Kent who earned the Air Medal for his service during the Korean War 60 years ago. Presenting the medal will be former Navy Commander Forrest Kirk, who is also the Chief of Chaplain Service at the medical center.

Capt. Kent served in the Air Force as a flight surgeon with the 319th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Fifth Air Force during the Korean War. As his citation states, “Capt. Kent displayed extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight on 28 May 1952 and 26 July 1952. Although his duties as Flight Surgeon did not require that he participate in combat operations, Capt. Kent voluntarily flew as a crew member in an All Weather Jet Fighter in order that he might gain firsthand knowledge of the psychological aspects of combat flying as the air crew member. In voluntarily subjecting himself to the hazards of combat flying in the high speed jet fighter, Capt. Kent has displayed extraordinary heroism, courage and devotion which is above and beyond the normal call of his assigned duty. By these actions during this period, Capt. Kent has brought great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.”

His recommendation states that he underwent a short course of instruction that qualified him to fly the airborne radar with which the All Weather Interceptor was equipped. It is believed that this was the first case in history at that time in which a flight surgeon performed combat 
-more-
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duty in a jet fighter. It also stated that Capt. Kent exhibited a sincere interest in his profession as 
it related to flying and the psychological aspects of combat operations as it affects the air crew member. For these actions, he was awarded the Air Medal. But he was discharged before the medal was ever presented.

Thanks to U.S. Rep. Dan Boren’s (D-OK) staff, Ben Robinson and Vivian Loving, they were able to acquire the medal for him and wanted the medal presented at the Jack C. Montgomery VA Medical Center where Kent volunteers once a week.
For more information, please contact Nita McClellan, Public Affairs Officer, at 918-577-3704 or by email at benita.mcclellan@va.gov. 
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