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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

February 7, 2014    No. 14-11
NATIONAL SALUTE TO VETERAN PATIENTS CELEBRATED IN FEBRUARY
The Jack C. Montgomery VA Medical Center will be celebrating National Salute to Veteran Patients February 9-15.  The public, including Veteran groups, military personnel, civic organizations, businesses, schools, dignitaries and the media are invited to visit the medical center during this time.

The purpose of the National Salute program is to:

· pay tribute and express appreciation to Veterans;

· increase community awareness of the role of the VA medical center;

· encourage citizens to visit hospitalized Veterans and to become involved as volunteers.
During the week, the hospital will also hold a National Salute program on Feb. 11 at 2 p.m. in the hospital auditorium to honor Veterans. The program will feature Dr. Bob Osborne, a Gulf War Veteran, as the guest speaker.
Dr. Osborne served more than 20 years in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve as an intelligence specialist.  
Highlights of his career include: served as a professor at the U.S. Marine Corps War College and helped to write the master’s degree program for the college; designed a patient tracking program during Operation Desert Storm to trace wounded Marines; wrote the military standard operating procedure for medical evacuations; conducted research on Marine Corps cold weather combat injuries and studied friendly fire incidents during the Gulf War; as a combat operations analyst, he wrote the Marine Corps’ comprehensive study of armor in the desert during Desert Storm; and served as the official representative of the Marine Corps Support Command at President Richard Nixon’s funeral.
Contact VA Voluntary Service to discover the wonderful things you, your group or organization can do to salute America's Heroes at 918-577-3621. JCMVAMC is located in Muskogee at 1011 Honor Heights Dr.
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