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Fort Gibson/Fort Sill National Cemeteries Earn National Shrine Status

The Department of Veterans Affairs has named Fort Gibson and Fort Sill National Cemeteries a National Shrine, a designation that is given to national cemeteries that meet strict department standards. Only 19 of 133 national cemeteries across the Nation achieved the prestigious honor this year. 

National Cemetery Administration officials will present an award to Fort Gibson National Cemetery on Dec. 1 at 3 pm and to Fort Sill National Cemetery, located in Elgin, Okla., on Dec. 2 at noon. 

In July, an independent Organizational Assessment and Improvement Team evaluated and compared the cemeteries against National Cemetery Administration standards. The assessment involves 143 categories in areas such as Interment Operations, Grounds Maintenance, Headstone Maintenance, Safety, Customer/Client Focus, Workforce Focus, Strategic Planning and Leadership.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Half of the standards comprising the award of “National Shrine” are derived from customer satisfaction surveys with the other half consist of height, alignment and cleanliness of headstones, daily cleanliness of restroom facilities, equipment and facility maintenance and safety of visitors and employees.
-more-
AWARD
2-2-2
Fort Gibson National Cemetery met or exceeded the National Shrine Standard in 134 of 143 categories, while Fort Sill National Cemetery met or exceeded the National Shrine standards in 141 of 143 categories. 

For more information, please contact William Rhoades, Director, Fort Gibson/Fort Sill National Cemeteries at 918-478-2334.

###
image1.wmf
 

Eastern Oklahom

a

 

VA

 

Health Care System

 

Muskogee, OK

 

 

 

Nita McClellan, PAO

 

 

918

-

577

-

3704 

–

 

Phone

 

 

918

-

577

-

7960

 

–

 

BB

 

benita.mcclellan@va.gov

 

 

 

News Release

 


oleObject1.bin
[image: image1.jpg]VA Defining

HEALTH EXCEI-I-ENCE

CARE | in the 21st Century







 Nita McClellan, PAO



 918-577-3704 – Phone



 918-577-7960 – BB



� HYPERLINK "mailto:benita.mcclellan@va.gov" ��benita.mcclellan@va.gov�















Eastern Oklahoma VA



Health Care System



Muskogee, OK











News Release












